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1 Introduction 
 
1.1 We operate, maintain and improve England’s motorways and major A-roads – the 

strategic road network (SRN). The improvements planned at M3 junction 9 are a 
critical part of our ongoing investment in the SRN and will improve journeys between 
South Hampshire and London via the M3 and the Midlands/North via the A34.  
 

1.2 This Statement of Community Consultation (‘SoCC’) sets out our approach to future 
consultation with the local community including residents, businesses, community 
groups and political representatives on the proposed M3 junction 9 improvement 
scheme (‘the Proposed Scheme’). The consultation will provide an opportunity for 
the local community to engage and help shape the proposed design. Responses to 
the consultation will be considered before finalising the proposals and applying for 
development consent from the Secretary of State for Transport. 
 

1.3 We previously undertook consultation in early 2018 and again, in summer 2019.  
For the summer 2019 consultation a SoCC was prepared, as required by the 
Planning Act 2008 (as amended) (‘PA 2008’).  This SoCC replaces the earlier one 
and updates our proposals to set out our next stage of consultation and to take 
account of the unique circumstances that have come about due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.  
 

1.4 To make sure we approach our consultation in the very best way for the local 
community, we have consulted on this document with Winchester City Council 
(WCC), Hampshire County Council (HCC) and South Downs National Park (SDNP). 
These are the local authorities in the area in which the Proposed Scheme is 
proposed to be built and which may be directly affected by the Proposed Scheme.  
 

1.5 This document also gives you the background to the Proposed Scheme and how 
our application to build it will progress.  

2 Our application 
 
2.1 The Proposed Scheme is being developed under the PA 2008. We are publishing 

this statement in accordance with Section 47 (duty to consult local community) of 
the PA 2008.  This requires applicants to prepare a statement explaining how they 
will consult with the local community about the proposed application and carry out 
pre-application consultation in accordance with this statement. 
 

2.2 Under the PA 2008, we are required to make an application to the Secretary of State 
for Transport through the Planning Inspectorate for a Development Consent Order 
(‘DCO’) to build the Proposed Scheme. An Examining Authority, chosen by the 
Planning Inspectorate, will examine the application and the Secretary of State for 
Transport will decide on whether the Proposed Scheme should go ahead based on 
a recommendation made by the Planning Inspectorate.  We anticipate that our DCO 
application for the scheme will be submitted towards the end of 2021.  
 

2.3 A key consideration for the Planning Inspectorate and the Secretary of State for 
Transport when assessing our DCO application is the National Networks National 
Policy Statement1 (‘NNNPS’). The NNNPS sets out the need for development of 

 
1 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-policy-statement-for-national-networks 
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road projects on the national networks and is the main policy against which 
decisions on major road projects are made.   
 

2.4 You can find more information about the Planning Inspectorate and the Planning 
Act 2008 on their National Infrastructure Planning website: 
http://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk   or by calling the Planning 
Inspectorate on 0303 444 5000. 

3 The scheme 
 
3.1 The M3 junction 9 is a key transport interchange which connects South Hampshire 

and the wider sub-region, with London via the M3 and the Midlands/North via the 
A34. The Proposed Scheme is intended to reduce congestion and improve journeys 
by separating traffic travelling through the junction between the M3 to/from 
Southampton and the A34 to/from Newbury. Specifically, we are proposing to widen 
the M3 local to the junction, to create four lanes each way; reconfigure the existing 
main junction 9 roundabout to make it more efficient; new provisions for non-
motorised users; and improve the motorway slip-roads. 
 

3.2 The objectives set for the Proposed Scheme are: 
 

• Improve safety as a result of a reduction in delays and queue lengths; 

• Support economic growth by unlocking development capacity jobs, business 
and housing creation;  

• Reduce congestion and increase journey time reliability; 

• Improve the environment by reducing adverse noise, improving air quality and 
making sure there is no net loss to biodiversity; and 

• Improve accessibility for pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders. 

4 Environmental information and potential impacts 
 
4.1 The Proposed Scheme is classified as ‘EIA development’ for the purposes of the 

Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (as 
amended) (‘EIA Regulations 2017’). 
 

4.2 We are therefore required to undertake an Environmental Impact Assessment 
(‘EIA’) for the Proposed Scheme. We will publish a Preliminary Environmental 
Information Report (‘PEIR’) as part of the pre-application consultation and we will 
be seeking views on this information. 
 

4.3 In accordance with Regulation 12 of the EIA Regulations 2017, the PEIR (which will 
set out the preliminary environmental information collected to date and the potential 
likely significant environmental effects of the Proposed Scheme as we have 
ascertained them so far) will be prepared to allow consultees to take an informed 
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view of these matters. A non-technical summary of the PEIR will also be made 
available. 
 

4.4 We will submit an Environmental Statement (‘ES’) with the DCO application which 
will report on the likely significant environmental effects of the Proposed Scheme 
identified in the EIA and the appropriate mitigation measures to be put in place 
where necessary. 
 

4.5 Additional information about the Proposed Scheme, including maps or plans, will be 
included in our public consultation brochure. Copies of the brochure will be available 
online during the consultation period and available on request in printed form. 

5 Consulting the community and previous consultations 
 
5.1 We have already carried out two rounds of consultation near the Proposed Scheme. 

We consulted on:  
 

• our proposed route options for the Proposed Scheme, between January and 
February 2018; and  

• our proposed scheme design for improvements for the M3 junction 9, between 
July and August 2019, where consultees were asked for their views on the design 
of the Proposed Scheme and our approach to addressing the potential 
environmental impacts. 

5.2 You can find out more information about the previous consultations, including copies 
of the previous consultation materials, by visiting the M3 junction 9 improvement 
scheme webpage: 

  

6 Next consultation - why and when 
 
6.1 Feedback from the consultation carried out between July and August 2019 showed 

that there was a high level of support for the Proposed Scheme. However, some 
important comments were provided at that time, including;  

 
• the length available for vehicles to change lanes when joining the A34 from 

junction 9 and then heading on to the A33/Kingsworthy;  

• the future traffic capacity of the Proposed Scheme; and  

• the length of time that the construction works would take.  

6.2 Therefore, we’ve changed the design where possible to try to resolve some of the 
issues raised. 

 
6.3 It is important to us that this next public consultation allows members of the public 

to have their say by: 
 

• encouraging the community to continue to help shape our proposals to maximise 
local benefits and minimise any downsides;  
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• helping local people understand the potential nature and local impact of our 
proposals;  

• providing the opportunity to give feedback on potential mitigation measures 
being considered; and 

• identifying ways in which our proposals, without significant costs, support wider 
strategic or local objectives.   

6.4 Your comments will help us achieve these objectives. We will listen to everyone’s 
views and we’ll consider your opinions before we submit our DCO application. 

 
6.5 It is anticipated that the consultation will take place between 12th February and 22nd 

March 2021.  Consultation responses should be submitted to Highways England by 
11.59pm on 22nd March 2021. Only under exceptional circumstances would we 
accept consultation responses received after this date. 

7 What we will consult on 
 

7.1 We will provide information on the outline design, including any refinements made 
in response to the previous consultation feedback, provide preliminary 
environmental information and proposed mitigation measures based on the findings 
of the assessment work undertaken to date. 
 

7.2 During the consultation period, we welcome and will consider comments on all 
aspects of the Proposed Scheme and will specifically invite comments on the 
following: 
 

• the design and boundary changes since the summer 2019 consultation;  

• the change in environmental effects as a result of the amended design; 

• Our proposals for new routes for pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders; 

• our proposals for potential areas where we expect to undertake landscaping from 
the excess soil generated by the construction works; and 

• our proposals for landscape and environmental works to help manage the effects 
of the Proposed Scheme. 

7.3 Our summer 2019 consultation sought comments on all aspects of the Proposed 
Scheme, and we have made some substantial design changes as a result.  Whilst 
we welcome and encourage comments on all aspects of the Proposed Scheme in 
our next consultation, areas that have been amended as a result of the previous 
consultation may be less open to further design changes. This is because they are 
responses to consultee comments received previously.  If we do not make further 
changes to these areas as a result of comments received at our next consultation, 
we will explain why in our final application. 
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1 Introduction 

1.1.1 Highways England intends to submit an application for development consent under the Planning 
Act 2008 (as amended) (‘PA 2008’) for the M3 junction 9 improvement scheme (hereafter 
referred to as the ‘Proposed Scheme’). Should consent be granted a Development Consent 
Order (‘DCO’) will be made by the Secretary of State (‘SoS’), authorising the construction, 
operation and maintenance of the scheme. 

1.1.2 The planning regime established by the PA 2008 places significant importance on pre-
application consultation. Highways England proposes to undertake a supplementary statutory 
pre-application consultation period between 12 February and 22 March 2021, incorporating 
the requirements of sections 42, 47 and 48 of the PA 2008. Section 2 of this report sets out the 
requirements of the relevant legislation. 

1.1.3 The draft Statement of Community Consultation (‘SoCC’) (enclosed with this document) 
explains to the local community how Highways England intends to consult with them on the 
Proposed Scheme as required under section 47(1) of the PA 2008. The SoCC replaces the 
earlier one and updates Highways England’s consultation proposals, setting out the next stage 
of consultation and taking account of the unique circumstances that have come about due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  

1.1.4 The purpose of this document is to: outline the statutory consultation requirements of the PA 
2008; explain the supplementary statutory consultation which Highways England will undertake 
with the local community; and provide details of consultation with local authorities on the SoCC, 
as required by section 47(2) of the PA 2008. This document is structured as follows: 

� Section 2 – outlines the relevant legislation and policy; 

� Section 3 – provides an overview of the Proposed Scheme; 

� Section 4 – explains the purpose and content of the SoCC; 

� Section 5 – provides details of the consultation on the SoCC; 

� Section 6 – outlines the key drivers behind Highways England’s community consultation 
process; and 

� Section 7 – presents an overview of the refinement of the SoCC to date. 

1.1.5 This version of the SoCC Explanatory Statement takes account of feedback received from 
Winchester City Council (WCC), Hampshire County Council (HCC) and South Downs National 
Park Authority (SDNPA) at the Engagement Working Group on 9th October 2020. 

Highways England is seeking formal comments on the content and format of the draft SoCC 
from Winchester City Council (WCC), Hampshire County Council (HCC) and South Downs 
National Park Authority (SDNPA) as the relevant ‘host’ authorities under section 47(2) of the 
PA 2008. Highways England is also seeking informal comments on the draft SoCC from the 
relevant ‘neighbouring’ authorities. 
 
In accordance with section 47(3) of the PA 2008, local authorities have 28 calendar days in 
which to respond to this consultation. Therefore, comments must be submitted to Highways 
England by 9th December 2020 to ensure that they are incorporated in the published version 
of the SoCC. 
 
Comments should be emailed directly to: 
M3junction9Improvements@highwaysengland.co.uk 
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2 Legislation and Policy Background 

2.1.1 This section sets out the statutory requirements to consult with the local community on proposed 
DCO applications. The requirements are set out in the PA 2008, The Infrastructure Planning 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (as amended) (the ‘EIA Regulations’) 
and associated guidance. 

2.1.2 This document, together with the draft SoCC, comprise the ‘Consultation Documents’ as defined 
in Sections 47(3) and (4) of the PA 2008. This document has been produced to provide further 
details of the proposed community consultation plans and satisfy section 47 of the PA 2008 
which sets out the requirement for applicants to consult with the local community on proposed 
DCO applications as summarised below: 

 

2.1.3 At the time of writing, The Infrastructure Planning (Publication and Notification of Applications 
etc.) (Coronavirus) (Amendment) Regulations 2020 (the ‘2020 Regulations’) have temporarily 
amended certain requirements relating to the publication of notices and how relevant documents 
are made available for inspection, to address the restrictions on movement and access to 
physical locations that have resulted from the coronavirus pandemic. The 2020 Regulations 
came into force on 22 July 2020 and apply until 31 December 2020. 

2.1.4 For the purposes of a section 47 community consultation, the 2020 Regulations provide for the 
following: 

� Temporarily remove the obligations on applicants to include in relevant notices the 
addresses (including at least one address in the vicinity of the relevant project) where 
certain documentation is available for inspection. Instead, notices published by 
applicants must specify that the documents are available free of charge on a website, 
the address of the website and details of how the documents may be obtained from 

Section 47 Duty to consult local community 
 

(1) The applicant must prepare a statement setting out how the applicant proposes to 
consult, about the proposed application, people living in the vicinity of the land. 

(2) Before preparing the statement, the applicant must consult each local authority that is 
within section 43(1) about what is to be in the statement. 

(3) The deadline for the receipt by the applicant of a local authority's response to 
consultation under subsection (2) is the end of the period of 28 days that begins with 
the day after the day on which the local authority receives the consultation documents. 

(4) In subsection (3) “the consultation documents” means the documents supplied to the 
local authority by the applicant for the purpose of consulting the local authority under 
subsection (2). 

(5) In preparing the statement, the applicant must have regard to any response to 
consultation under subsection (2) that is received by the applicant before the deadline 
imposed by subsection (3). 

(6) Once the applicant has prepared the statement, the applicant must— 
(za) make the statement available for inspection by the public in a way that is 

reasonably convenient for people living in the vicinity of the land, 
(a) publish in a newspaper circulating in the vicinity of the land, a notice stating 

where and when the statement can be inspected, and 
(b) publish the statement in such manner as may be prescribed. 

(7) The applicant must carry out consultation in accordance with the proposals set out in 
the statement. 
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that website. Applicants are also required to provide a telephone number for general 
enquiries on where to find relevant information and on the documentation itself. 

� Section 47(6) of the Planning Act 2008 requires that at the pre-application stage the 
Statement of Community Consultation must be made available for inspection. This 
requirement can be met by making documents available for inspection online. 
Applicants should take reasonable steps to ensure that anyone wishing to view the 
documentation can find these documents on their website. Hard copies should be 
made available by the applicant on request. 

� Requirements exist under the Planning Act 2008 to place notices in local newspapers. 
In circumstances where local newspapers are currently not available in a print format, 
this requirement can be met by placing adverts in appropriate online local newspaper 
publications. 

2.1.5 It is assumed that the 2020 Regulations will expire on 31 December 2020. However, Highways 
England is liaising with the Planning Inspectorate to determine whether these Regulations will 
be renewed and if the amended requirements are likely to be extended. 

2.1.6 In light of the above, Highways England proposes to make the SoCC and other consultation 
documents available for inspection online during the consultation period. Hard copies will be 
made available on request. Should government restrictions be eased before the end of the 
consultation period, Highways England will endeavour to lodge hard copies of the SoCC and 
consultation documents in local venues. Table 4.1 below provides a list of Highways England’s 
draft proposed locations for lodging paper copies of the SoCC alongside the other consultation 
documents. 

2.1.7 The PA 2008 requires that applicants undertake pre-application consultation with a range of 
stakeholders in addition to the local community. These requirements are summarised as follows:    

� Section 42: the applicant must consult with all those required including prescribed bodies1, 
the relevant local authorities, and relevant landowners or other parties with an interest in 
the land;  

� Section 46: the applicant must notify the SoS of the proposed development and provide 
the section 42 consultation material to the SoS;  

� Section 47: the applicant must consult with the relevant local authorities (as defined under 
section 43(1)) on the content of the SoCC, publish a notice in local newspapers, make the 
SoCC available to the public and consult with the local community in accordance with the 
published SoCC; 

� Section 48: the applicant must publicise the proposed application in the manner prescribed 
by Regulation 4 of the APFP Regulations;  

� Section 49: the applicant must take account of relevant responses received to consultation 
and publicity; and  

� Section 50: the applicant must have regard to any guidance about how to comply with the 
requirements of Chapter 2.  

2.1.8 Whilst this document is concerned with the requirements of section 47, Highways England will 
also undertake consultation in parallel with stakeholders as required under section 42 of the 
2008 Act including prescribed bodies, the relevant local authorities, landowners and other land 
interests.  

 
1 Set out at Schedule 1 of the Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure) 
Regulations 2009 
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2.1.9 The relevant authorities for the Proposed Scheme for the purpose of section 43(1) are WCC, 
HCC and SDNPA. 

 

2.1.10 Regulation 12 of the EIA Regulations, set out above, requires that the SoCC must explain how 
preliminary environmental information about the proposed development will be publicised as 
part of the community consultation.  

2.1.11 Highways England has taken account of the DCLG (2015) PA 2008 Guidance on the pre-
application process (‘the PA 2008 DCLG pre-application guidance’) in developing its approach 
to the community consultation.  

Regulation 12 Consultation statement requirements  
 
(1) The consultation statement prepared under section 47(a) (duty to consult local community) 

must set out— 
(a) whether the development for which the applicant proposes to make an application 

for an order granting development consent is EIA development; and 
(b) if that development is EIA development, how the applicant intends to publicise and 

consult on the preliminary environmental information. 
(2) In this regulation, “preliminary environmental information” means information referred to in 

regulation 14(2) which—  
(a) has been compiled by the applicant; and 
(b) is reasonably required for the consultation bodies to develop an informed view of 

the likely significant environmental effects of the development (and of any 
associated development). 
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3 The Proposed Scheme 

3.1.1 M3 Junction 9 is a key transport interchange which connects South Hampshire (facilitating an 
intensive freight generating industry) and the wider sub-region, with London via the M3 and the 
Midlands/North via the A34 (which also links to the principal east-west A303 corridor). 

3.1.2 Significant volumes of traffic use the grade separated, partially signalised gyratory 
(approximately 6,000 vehicles per hour during the peak periods) which acts as a bottleneck on 
the local highway network and causes significant delay throughout the day. Northbound and 
southbound movements between the M3 and A34 are particularly intensive, with downstream 
queues on the northbound off-slip of the M3 often resulting in safety concerns during peak 
periods. 

3.1.3 To address this, the Proposed Scheme comprises the development and delivery of a scheme 
of works for increasing capacity, enhancing journey time reliability and supporting development 
in line with Local Plans. A package of environmental mitigation and enhancement measures is 
being progressed as the design advances and will be reported in the Environmental Statement. 
Consideration will be given to the enhancement of the South Downs National Park (SNDP) 
where possible. 

Proposed Scheme Objectives 

3.1.4 The M3 Junction 9 is a key transport interchange which connects South Hampshire and the 
wider sub-region, with London via the M3 and the Midlands/North via the A34. It is intended to 
reduce congestion and improve journeys by separating traffic travelling through the junction 
between the M3 to/from Southampton and the A34 to/from Newbury. Specifically, Highways 
England are proposing to widen the M3, local to the junction, to create four lanes each way; 
reconfigure the existing main Junction 9 roundabout to make it more efficient; new provisions 
for non-motorised users; and improve the motorway slip-roads. The Proposed Scheme 
objectives are: 

� Improve safety as a result of a reduction in delays and queue lengths; 

� Support economic growth by unlocking development capacity jobs, business and 
housing creation;  

� Reduce congestion and increase journey time reliability; 

� Improve the environment by reducing adverse noise, improving air quality and making 
sure there is no net loss to biodiversity; and 

� Improve accessibility for pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders. 
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4 The draft SoCC 

4.1 Scope of the SoCC 

4.1.1 The SoCC is a statutory document produced to satisfy section 47(1) of the PA 2008. A copy of 
Highways England’s draft SoCC is enclosed with this document. The enclosed draft SoCC is 
intended to provide an informative and comprehensive statement for local communities about 
how Highways England will inform, engage and consult with them.    

4.1.2 The content of the draft SoCC has been designed to meet the requirements of the PA 2008 and 
the EIA Regulations, as described below:  

� Section 1: introduces the applicant and provides an overview of why Highways England is 
publishing the SoCC;  

� Section 2: outlines the DCO application process as established by the PA 2008; 

� Section 3: provides a description of the scheme proposals and objectives; 

� Section 4: explains how Highways England will publish Preliminary Environmental 
Information on the proposals in a Preliminary Environmental Information Report (‘PEIR’) 
which will be made available as part of the statutory consultation with the local community 
to satisfy Regulation 12 of the EIA Regulations;  

� Section 5: provides an overview of the previous consultations undertaken by Highways 
England for the Proposed Scheme; 

� Section 6: outlines Highways England’s objectives for the supplementary statutory 
consultation with the local community;    

� Section 7: explains what details Highways England will consult on and specific areas 
Highways England invites comments on; 

� Section 8: explains who Highways England propose to target as part of the supplementary 
statutory consultation with the local community; 

� Section 9: explains the methods that Highways England propose to use to inform and 
engage local communities about the Proposed Scheme during the consultation; 

� Section 10: explains how members of the community can respond to the consultation and 
provides contact details to contact Highways England about the consultation and the 
Proposed Scheme including an email address, freepost address and telephone number; 

� Section 11: explains the information that will be made available during the consultation 
and provides information about where the consultation documents can be inspected by the 
members of the public;  

� Section 12: explains how Highways England will have regard to relevant consultation 
comments received as required by section 49 of the PA 2008;  

� Section 13: provides details about the handling of personal data; and 

� Section 14: provides relevant contact details should a consultee have any queries. 

4.1.3 In parallel with this community consultation, Highways England will undertake pre-application 
consultation with stakeholders as required under section 42 of the PA 2008 including prescribed 
bodies, the relevant local authorities, landowners and other land interests.   
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9th December 2020 to ensure that they are incorporated in the published version of the SoCC. 
Comments should be emailed directly to  

5.1.6 The SoCC is intended to provide an informative and comprehensive statement for local 
communities about how Highways England will consult and engage with them on the scheme 
proposals as part of the wider pre-application consultation process. Bearing this in mind 
Highways England would be grateful for your views on the following elements of the SoCC: 

� Contact details for identified ‘hard to reach’ groups within the relevant local authority 
areas;  

� Contact details for any relevant local interest groups which may have an interest in the 
Proposed Scheme;  

� The extent of the proposed consultation target area (explained in Section 6 below);  

� The proposed scope of information to be provided at statutory consultation and any other 
information that should be provided; and  

� The proposed venues selected for lodging copies of the SoCC alongside other consultation 
documents and potential venues for the statutory public exhibitions, if COVID-19 
restrictions and safety implications allow them to take place.  
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6 Community Consultation Process 

6.1 Consultation objectives 

6.1.1 The objectives of Highways England’s community consultation process are to: 

� Provide information about the Proposed Scheme objectives, planning and design process, 
and opportunities for local community/stakeholder input; 

� Present the junction improvement option including the perceived benefits and/or dis-
benefits of the proposed scheme; 

� Explain how the scheme has evolved with consideration to consultation responses; 

� Undertake a public consultation that is accessible so that people understand the junction 
improvement option and can make informed comment; 

� Provide sufficient opportunities for all people who may have an interest in or may be 
impacted by the junction improvements to provide feedback; 

� Facilitate feedback about the scheme, specifically considerations during detailed design; 
and 

� Be compliant with the requirements in the PA 2008 and subsequent guidance regarding 
pre-application consultation and engagement in the DCO process. 

6.2 Past consultation 

6.2.1 The PA 2008 DCLG pre-application guidance ’pre-application guidance states that consultation 
should take place at a sufficiently early stage to allow consultees a real opportunity to influence 
the proposal.  

6.2.2 Taking this into account, Highways England has adopted a phased consultation approach for 
the Proposed Scheme to date. The six main phases of consultation which have taken place, 
are as follows: 

� Non-statutory engagement – 2017 to June 2019 (inclusive);  

� Non-statutory (options) consultation – January to February 2018; 

� Preferred Route Announcement – July 2018; 

� EIA scoping consultation – January 2019; 

� Consultation on the Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) – May to June 2019; 
and 

� Statutory consultation (section 42, section 47 and section 48 of the PA 2008) – July to 
August 2019. 

6.2.3 Feedback from the consultation held between July and August 2019 showed that there was a 
high level of support for the scheme. However, some comments were provided, including; the 
length available for vehicles to change lanes when joining the A34 from Junction 9 and then 
heading on to the A33/Kingsworthy; the future traffic capacity of the scheme and the length of 
time that the construction works would take. Therefore, Highways England has changed the 
design where possible to try to resolve some of the issues raised. 
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6.2.4 The principal design and boundary changes which have been made since the last consultation 
in summer 2019 are:  

� The inclusion of several possible areas to the east of the junction for environmental works 
to respond to the effects of the scheme, potential areas for placing spare excavated material 
and temporary construction compounds. We have not made any final decisions on these 
areas and have begun discussions with key bodies such as the South Downs National Park 
Authority and Local Planning Authorities to discuss these options in advance of our main 
consultation next year;  

� New highways and roundabout design to introduce greater movements between the M3 
and A34;  

� Other areas needed by the contractor that we have appointed to build the scheme, so that 
they can construct the proposals in a safe, efficient and sensitive manner while keeping 
vehicles running through the junction  

6.2.5 In light of the above, Highways England proposes to undertake a supplementary statutory 
consultation with the local community to present the revised design. 

6.3 Proposed consultation (2021) 

6.3.1 Highways England intends to undertake a supplementary statutory pre-application consultation 
period between 12th February – 22nd March 2021 incorporating the requirements of sections 
42, 47 and 48 of the PA 2008 across an extended 40-day consultation period.   

6.3.2 Section 45 of the PA 2008 states that applicants must provide consultees notified under section 
42 with a minimum of 28 days to respond to the consultation starting from the day after the 
receipt of the consultation documents.  

6.3.3 Consultation responses should be submitted to Highways England by 11.59 pm on 22nd March 
2021. However, only under exceptional circumstances would Highways England accept 
consultation responses received after this date.  

6.3.4 Section 7.1 of the SoCC sets out the information which Highways England intends to present to 
consultees during the statutory consultation period.  

6.3.5 Section 7.2 of the SoCC identifies specific topics which Highways England intends to invite 
comments on from the local community during the statutory consultation period.  

6.3.6 Section 8 of the SoCC sets out the range of communication methods which Highways England 
will use to inform the local community about the Proposed Scheme and the statutory 
consultation. 

6.3.7 Section 10 of the SoCC sets out the scope of information and documentation which will be 
made available during the statutory consultation period.  

6.3.8 As set out in Section 5 of this document, Highways England will publish statutory notices in the 
Hampshire Chronicle and Hampshire Independent in accordance with the relevant requirements 
of the PA 2008. However, going beyond the statutory minimum requirements, Highways 
England will also place an advertisement in a local newspaper circulating within the consultation 
target area to publicise the virtual consultation exhibition. Details of the proposed newspaper 
advertisement are provided in the table below.  
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Figure 6.1: Proposed consultation target area 

6.4.4 The consultation target area has been defined to include those communities closest to the 
indicative application boundary since they are more likely to be affected by the proposals than 
the general public. The consultation target area has been defined to include a 5km radius 
around the indicative application boundary for the Proposed Scheme.  This area is larger than 
that commented upon by Local Authorities in respect of the previous SoCC. 

6.4.5 As explained above, Highways England will engage and consult directly with local communities 
within a 5km radius of the Proposed Scheme. It is considered that the proposed consultation 
target area is proportionate to the potential impacts arising from the construction and operation 
of the Proposed Scheme. 

6.5 Communication methods 

6.5.1 Within the consultation target area, the following stakeholders will be informed about the 
Proposed Scheme and sent a flyer by post or email:  

� Local residents with postal addresses within the consultation boundaries; 

� Local businesses with postal addresses within the consultation boundaries; 

� Local interest groups which are active within the consultation boundaries; and  

� Local elected representatives with local constituencies within the consultation boundaries. 

6.5.2 Highways England recognises that some of the potential impacts from the Proposed Scheme 
may have the potential to affect communities located beyond the consultation target area. 
Therefore, in accordance with the PA 2008 DCLG pre-application guidance, Highways England 
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intends to publicise the consultation and the Proposed Scheme beyond the consultation target 
area through newspaper advertisements; social media; and the M3 junction 9 improvement 
scheme webpage.  

6.6 What we will do with consultation responses  

6.6.1 Section 49 of the PA 2008 places a duty on Highways England to take account of responses to 
statutory consultation and publicity.  

6.6.2 Highways England will record and consider all consultation responses received during the 
statutory consultation. The Consultation Report, which will be submitted with the DCO 
application, will consider and respond to all formal consultation responses. On other Highways 
England schemes, these responses have often led to design and other changes which have 
improved the proposals in the DCO application. 

6.6.3 Only under exceptional circumstances would Highways England accept consultation responses 
submitted  outside of the statutory consultation period.  
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7 Summary 

7.1.1 This document and the enclosed draft SoCC explain the statutory consultation requirements of 
the PA 2008 and the pre-application consultation which Highways England will undertake with 
local communities on the Proposed Scheme. 

7.1.2 This document together with the draft SoCC comprise the ‘Consultation Documents’ as defined 
under Section 47(3) and (4) of the PA 2008.   

7.1.3 Section 47(6) of the PA 2008 requires that the applicant must consult with each local authority 
as defined in Section 43(1) about the content of the SoCC. The relevant authorities which are 
being consulted on the SoCC are WCC, HCC and SDNPA. In addition to this, Highways England 
also invites comments from neighbouring local authorities on the content and format of the draft 
SoCC. 

7.1.4 This version of the Consultation Documents takes account of comments received on an earlier 
version of the draft SoCC document in October 2020. Highways England is now seeking formal 
comments on the content and format of the draft SoCC from local authorities under section 
47(2) of the PA 2008.  

7.1.5 In accordance with section 47(3) of the PA 2008 local authorities have 28 days in which to 
respond to this consultation. Therefore, comments must be submitted to Highways England by 
9th December 2020 to ensure that they are incorporated in the published version of the SoCC. 

7.1.6 Comments should be emailed directly to:  
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From:
Sent: 10 November 2020 16:01
To:
Cc:  

Subject: M3 junction 9 improvement – statutory consultation on the draft Statement of 
Community Consultation (SoCC)

Attachments: HE551511-VFK-GEN-X_XXXX_XX-RP-ZH-0001-draft SoCC C02.pdf; HE551511-VFK-
GEN-X_XXXX_XX-RP-ZH-0002- draft SoCC Explanatory note C02.pdf

Importance: High

Dear , 
 
Further to our recent correspondence, please find attached to this email the following documents: 
 
1.         Draft Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) – for statutory consultation 
2.         SoCC Explanatory Statement – providing further details of our proposed community consultation plans 
 
Under section 47 of the Planning Act 2008 (as amended) (PA 2008), Highways England is required to consult with the 
local community on the proposed improvement at M3 junction 9. The attached draft SoCC explains how Highways 
England intends to carry out future statutory consultation with the local community. The SoCC Explanatory Statement 
provides further details of the wider community consultation strategy for the scheme. 
 
In the attached documents we have sought to respond to comments that were raised at our last Engagement Working 
Group.  We are now issuing this updated draft SoCC (attached) to invite your views and comments as part of the 
statutory consultation process. In accordance with the statutory requirements, you have 28 days to provide us with 
feedback on the draft SoCC from tomorrow (11th November 2020) until 9th December 2020. 
 
Could you please therefore send any comments on the draft SoCC by 9th December 2020 to ensure that they can be 
considered prior to preparing the finalised SoCC for publication. Comments can be emailed directly to 

 or returned by reply. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me or my colleague Emma-Mai Eshelby (cc’d) should you wish to discuss any of 
your comments or have any queries.  We are arranging the next Working Group during the above period so that we 
can have a further group discussion of the draft SoCC in that meeting if required. 
 
Kind regards 

 
Rob Gully CMgr MCMI CEng MICE  
Associate 
Blackbrook Business Park, Lakeside House, Blackbrook Park Ave, Taunton TA1 2PX 

 
 

  
  

  

  

     

  

The content of this email is the confidential property of Stantec and should not be copied, modified, retransmitted, or used for any purpose except with Stantec's written authorization. If you are not 
the intended recipient, please delete all copies and notify us immediately. 
  

Please consider the environment before printing this email. 
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I.4. Host authorities’ consultation responses on the draft 2021 
SoCC 

Hampshire County Council 
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From:  
Sent: 09 December 2020 16:20
To: M3 Junction 9 Improvements
Subject: M3 junction 9 improvement – statutory consultation on the draft Statement of 

Community Consultation (SoCC)
Attachments: ATT00001.txt

Good afternoon, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the draft Statement of Community 
Consultation (SoCC). 
 
The submitted Draft Statement of Community Consultation (Highways England, November 2020) 
is considered to be an appropriate and acceptable framework for how you will be consulting on 
this scheme. 
 
In terms of the natural environment, the County Council takes this opportunity to state that in 
technical terms it would expect the consultation on the scheme to contain sufficient information to 
allow consultees to understand the existing ecological baseline; the location, magnitude and 
permanence of any identified ecological impacts; and the location and predicted efficacy of any 
proposed ecological mitigation, compensation and enhancement measures such that biodiversity 
net gain can be demonstrated. 
 
Thank you 
 
Regards 
 

 
 

 
Principal Planning Policy Officer  

 
 

 
Strategic Planning 
First Floor, EII Court West, 
The Castle, Winchester SO23 8UD 

 
Hampshire Services offers a range of professional consultancy services to partner organisations. 

For more information go to  

 
 
This email may contain information which is confidential and is intended only for use of the 
recipient/s named above. If you are not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any 
copying, distribution, disclosure, reliance upon or other use of the contents of this email is strictly 
prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender and destroy it.  
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Highways England Company Limited | General enquiries: 0300 123 5000 |National Traffic 
Operations Centre, 3 Ridgeway, Quinton Business Park, Birmingham B32 1AF | 

 
 
Registered in England and Wales no 9346363 | Registered Office: Bridge House, 1 Walnut Tree 
Close, Guildford, Surrey GU1 4LZ   
 
Consider the environment. Please don't print this e-mail unless you really need to. 
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Winchester City Council 



 

 

 
Highways England 
 
 

 
Contact:  
Direct Line:  
Email:  

 
 
 
9th December 2020 
BY E-MAIL 
 
 
Dear Sir / Madam,  
 

CONSULTATION ON THE DRAFT STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY 
CONSULTATION 

 
 
Applicant: Highways England 

 
Proposal: Order granting Development Consent for the M3 Junction 9 

Improvement 
 

Location: M3 - Junction 9 
 
 
 
Thank you for your consultation to Winchester City Council regarding the Statement 
of Community Consultation (SoCC) for the above proposal, which was received on 
10th November 2020. 
 
This follows a previous consultation on a preceding SoCC for the July to August 
2019 consultation.  
 
The following documents have been reviewed for this consultation and notes are 
provided on each in turn: 

 Draft Statement of Community Consultation 
 SoCC Explanatory Statement 

 
Comments are listed according to the relevant paragraph number in the document. 
 
 
 



  

 

Draft Statement of Community Consultation 
 
 

o 7.2 – Visual presentation is important to assist consultees and residents in 
understanding the proposals. As the differences between the previous and 
current consultations will need to be clearly demonstrated, it is recommended 
an overall site plan is used to show the differences which overlays previous 
and current reiterations of the scheme. 
The visual ‘drive-through’ video previously used was effective and this should 
be used again to show the differences between schemes. 
 

o 8.3 – Alternative consultation techniques demonstrated here are welcomed. 
Targeted advertising on social media networks is an effective method to 
attract views from residents in the wider area such as Eastleigh, Basingstoke, 
Southampton and other settlements in the Winchester district who are highly 
likely to use the M3 but are outside of the flyer catchment area. Contact with 
local news stations is also an effective method. 

 
o 9.2 – The use of Telephone Surgeries to provide additional options as a result 

of COVID-19 is welcomed. The use of virtual meeting technology could also 
be used here. 

 
o 9.2 – Regarding Statutory Notices, please note Winchester City Council also 

use the Mid Hampshire Observer to advertise planning applications.  
 

o 9.4 – Should COVID-19 restrictions allow in-person events, WCC welcomes 
the opportunity to comment on the revised proposals for consultation. To 
provide initial advice at this stage, an event which is easy to access for 
businesses in the Winnall Industrial Area (potentially within the Estate itself) 
would be highly beneficial.  

 
o 11.3 – Previous NSIPs in the Winchester District have provided a USB stick 

rather than posting a large amount of documents and this is recommended for 
the environmental benefit as it saves on paper usage. It is however accepted 
some persons may not have access to a computer in which case paper 
copies should be sent. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

Draft Statement of Community Consultation Explanatory Statement 
o No further comments beyond those submitted above. 

 
 
 
General Comments 

o There are a number of housing developments underway or soon to start 
which are likely to use this junction to develop sites both in Winchester and 
surrounding towns such as New Alresford and Whiteley. The nearest is Kings 
Barton (Cala Homes) to the north of Winchester who use this junction to 
access the site. It would therefore be valuable to contact the larger house 
builders in the area with a general notification of the scheme. Recommended 
house builders based on current applications are: 

o Cala Homes 
o Taylor Wimpey 
o Crest Nicholson 
o Alfred Homes 
o Seaward Properties  
o Bovis Homes 
o David Wilson Homes 

 
o Please also be aware of two applications in the area which if approved may 

be constructing alongside the M3 scheme. As above, initial contact with the 
applicant would be beneficial. The applications are 

o Land East of A272 Solar Farm (Applicant: Environmena) 
o Three Maids Hill Waste Centre (Applicant: TMR South Coast Ltd) 

 
o Please be aware there may be a need for more specific support for residents 

and landowners close to the proposed planing and soil management areas. 
As the impact may differ in intensity during the construction period telephone 
or virtual appointments should be offered to those in the locality who are 
concerned about this part of the scheme. 

 
o The inclusion of the entire Winnall Industrial Estate in the flyer drop is 

welcomed. As users of the junction for the day – to – day running of 
businesses, it is important that Highways England are prepared to offer further 
or more precise consultation for businesses in the Estate and this is also 
covered in point 9.4 above. 
 

o There are also a number of hauliers who rely on the use of this part of the 
network to conduct their business. Notification of the development to local 
haulage companies to seek their views is important. Contact with national 



  

 

haulage associations is equally important due to the strategic use of the 
junction.   
 

o The City Council e-mails a news bulletin to registered residents titled ‘Your 
Council’. Having checked with the Communications department, a notice can 
also be placed in this bulletin advertising the consultation. As this is sent to 
the wider district, this goes beyond the flyer catchment zone and would be 
highly beneficial. 
 

o In general terms, the applicant is reminded of comments provided in the 
Winchester City Council response to the 2019 consultation and expect that 
this will be considered in preparation of documents for the upcoming 
consultation: 
‘When the options have been considered it appears that they have focused on 
the various merits between different traffic management outcomes. The PEIR 
document reads as if this focus on traffic management has continued to 
dominate considerations relating to the project. In the context of the location 
and the landscape and ecological sensitivities of the surrounding area, it is 
considered that greater effort needs to be applied to identifying tangible 
positive benefits for both the environment and the wider population including 
in relation to the local context of the scheme and the priorities of the Council 
to achieve Carbon Neutral across the whole district by 2030. This is 
considered fully compatible with both the UK government and WCCs 
declarations of a Climate Emergency. To achieve these outcomes WCC is 
ready to engage in meaningful discussions on a range of issues.’ 

 
 
 
 
Thank you for your consultation. Please contact the case officer, Robert Green, if 
there is anything you would like to discuss. 
 
Yours Sincerely,  
 
 
 

 
 
Service Lead - Built Environment  
 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
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South Downs National Park Authority 
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We think that it is important that the use of emails / letters is promoted as an appropriate method for 
responding.  In our experience, most people do not use the formal questionnaires, they tend to respond 
by a letter or email. For the Parish Councils, they will consider the matters as individual Councillors then 
discuss and debate the issue at a Parish Council Meeting and form a response as a collective Parish 
Council, they find this easier to do outside the questionnaire format.  
 
Telephone Surgery – We have used this approach for consultations on Neighbourhood Development 
Plans during lockdown. We couldn’t put deposit copies anywhere, so we published them online and 
included a telephone number where people could leave their contact details and be called back by an 
officer to discuss any particular comments they had.  This allowed people to clarify issues / concerns with 
an officer and led to a more informed response which was helpful for both parties.  
 
Appointments are very helpful, but you will need to anticipate that people will have some initial questions, 
to enable to them to form an opinion and then they may want to discuss that with an officer.  Therefore, 
you could end up with people booking an appointment to get better understanding of the scheme then 
booking another to discuss specific concerns. 
 
Statutory Notices – We would encourage that notices are also published in some of the local parish 
magazines, as Parishes can act a useful distributor of information and are more likely to reach a broader 
local audience than say the Hampshire Chronicle (although the use of newspapers is still important).  The 
SDNPA can help with this to some extent has we have a list of some of the local parish magazines.  If you 
would like this list, please let us know. 
 
Posters - Local Parish notice boards and Parish Council webpages, are also good places to use to 
promote the consultation.   
 
Media Adverts and press releases – see comment about Local Parish magazines. 
 
Stakeholder Briefings – We would also encourage using the Local Council for Voluntary Services 
(CVS), there is a Hampshire CVS Network and Community First, both will have a directorate of local 
voluntary groups and organisations.  Action Hampshire may be another organisation that could 
disseminate information to their members. 
 
9.4  Consultation Events – Subject to Government restrictions / if it is safe to do so, it may be effective 
to hold surgeries as part of Parish Council meetings or events.  Although Parish Council meetings are 
often not well attended, something as significant as this could bring people out and a surgery at a Parish 
Council meeting means it might be easier for local residents to access the information. 
 
11.5 - Venues 
We also found the Winchester Science Centre and Planitarium worked really well as a deposit location.  
 
Whilst not suitable / possible as a consultation event, the Premier Inn in Winnal is also a good location to 
display notices. 
 
Consultation Dates 
With regards to the consultation period taking place during February / March – with closing date on 22nd 
March 2021, the SDNPA would respectfully request an extension of time now to give us sufficient time to 
consider and respond to the information being made available and seek the approval of the full Authority 
to any formal response.  The first meeting of the National Park Authority after you release the information 
is 25th March 2021.  Therefore, we would respectfully request an extension to be able to submit our 
formal response to you by 26th March 2021. 
 
Kind Regards 
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South Downs National Park Authority 

 
 

South Downs Centre, North Street, Midhurst, West Sussex, GU29 9DH 
www.southdowns.gov.uk | Facebook | SDNPA Twitter | Ranger Twitter | Youtube 

 
 
From:    
Sent: 10 November 2020 16:06 
To:    
Cc:    

  ;  
;   

Subject: M3 junction 9 improvement – statutory consultation on the draft Statement of Community Consultation 
(SoCC) 
 
Dear , 
 
Further to our recent correspondence, please find attached to this email the following documents: 
 
1.         Draft Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) – for statutory consultation 
2.         SoCC Explanatory Statement – providing further details of our proposed community consultation plans 
 
Under section 47 of the Planning Act 2008 (as amended) (PA 2008), Highways England is required to consult with the 
local community on the proposed improvement at M3 junction 9. The attached draft SoCC explains how Highways 
England intends to carry out future statutory consultation with the local community. The SoCC Explanatory Statement 
provides further details of the wider community consultation strategy for the scheme. 
 
In the attached documents we have sought to respond to comments that were raised at our last Engagement Working 
Group.  We are now issuing this updated draft SoCC (attached) to invite your views and comments as part of the 
statutory consultation process. In accordance with the statutory requirements, you have 28 days to provide us with 
feedback on the draft SoCC from tomorrow (11th November 2020) until 9th December 2020. 
 
Could you please therefore send any comments on the draft SoCC by 9th December 2020 to ensure that they can be 
considered prior to preparing the finalised SoCC for publication. Comments can be emailed directly to 

or returned by reply. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me or my colleague Emma-Mai Eshelby (cc’d) should you wish to discuss any of 
your comments or have any queries.  We are arranging the next Working Group during the above period so that we 
can have a further group discussion of the draft SoCC in that meeting if required. 
 
Kind regards 

 
  

Associate 
Blackbrook Business Park, Lakeside House, Blackbrook Park Ave, Taunton TA1 2PX 
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The content of this email is the confidential property of Stantec and should not be copied, modified, retransmitted, or used for any purpose except with Stantec's written authorization. If you are not 
the intended recipient, please delete all copies and notify us immediately. 
  

Please consider the environment before printing this email. 
 
 

 
Disclaimer: The content of this email is the confidential property of Stantec and should not be copied, modified, retransmitted, or used for any purpose except 
with Stantec's written authorization. If you are not the intended recipient, please delete all copies and notify us immediately. This communication may come 
from a variety of legal entities within or associated with the Stantec group. For a full list of details for these entities please see our website at 
www.stantec.com. Where business communications relate to the Stantec UK Limited entity, the registered office is Kingsmead Business Park, London Road, 
High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire HP11 1JU Tel: 01494 526240 and the company is registered in England as registration number 01188070. 

 
--  
Mark it as spam 
Blacklist sender 

 
This email may contain information which is confidential and is intended only for use of the 
recipient/s named above. If you are not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any 
copying, distribution, disclosure, reliance upon or other use of the contents of this email is strictly 
prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender and destroy it.  
 
Highways England Company Limited | General enquiries: 0300 123 5000 |National Traffic 
Operations Centre, 3 Ridgeway, Quinton Business Park, Birmingham B32 1AF | 

 
 
Registered in England and Wales no 9346363 | Registered Office: Bridge House, 1 Walnut Tree 
Close, Guildford, Surrey GU1 4LZ   
 
Consider the environment. Please don't print this e-mail unless you really need to. 
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I.5. Minutes from Engagement Working Group (18 March 2021) 





  

Meeting Minutes HSE-05 
VF Building  

✓ 
VF Civils  

✓ 
VF Rail  
✓ 

VolkerHighways  
✓ 

VolkerRail  
 n/a 

VolkerStevin  
✓ 

VolkerLaser   
✓ 

VolkerInfra  
✓ 

VolkerWessels UK 
n/a 

 

      

       

 
 

Uncontrolled when downloaded or printed 
 

• The consultation zone was extended in the draft SoCC to a 5km radius 
around the Indicative Application Boundary to include communities in 
South Wonston and Sparsholt, as previously requested by WCC, HCC 
and SDNPA.  

• No hard-to-reach groups, other than the elderly and those without access 
to the internet, were identified by WCC, HCC and SDNPA. RGu 
explained that additional support to help the public, particularly the 
elderly and those without access to the internet, will be available during 
the public consultation and details were provided in the draft SoCC. 

• Both the Hampshire Independent and Hampshire Chronicle  will be used 
for publishing statutory notices and local adverts and was included in the 
draft SoCC, as requested by HCC. 

 
WCC, HCC and SDNPA agreed with the approach. 

4. Winchester City Council’s comments on the draft SoCC 
 
RGu summarised WCC’s comments on the draft SoCC, which were received via 
email on 9 December 2020. Responding to WCC’s comments: 
 

• Visual presentation – RGu confirmed that a 3D flythrough of the new 
scheme will be available for this consultation. RGu explained that the 
reason the project team is undertaking a further statutory consultation 
rather than a targeted non-statutory consultation is because of the 
changes that have been made since 2019. RGu added that the project 
team does not want to labour on the visual changes since 2019 and 
would like consultees to treat this as a new scheme and not get confused 
by comparisons.     

• Flythrough – RGu confirmed that the 3D flythrough will be made available 
on YouTube and the project team will seek to explore methods to 
improve accessibility for those with poor internet connections 

• Alternative consultation techniques – RGu explained that Highways 
England’s social media platform will be used to advertise the consultation 
to attract wider interest. Details of the Facebook and Twitter page are 
provided in the draft SoCC. RGu added that press releases will also be 
used. 

• Telephone surgery – RGu acknowledged WCC’s comment that the 
inclusion of a telephone surgery “is welcomed”.  RGu added that the 
project team will also be holding virtual webinars as part of the 
consultation which will consist of a presentation from our technical 
specialist and then a Q&A session. 

• Statutory notices – RGu explained that the Hampshire Independent and 
Hampshire Chronicle will be used to publish the statutory notices. RGre 
added that WCC use the Mid-Hampshire Observer to advertise planning 
applications which members of the public are familiar with. RGu stated 
that the project team will review the area coverage of the Mid-Hampshire 
Observer.   

• Public events – RGu confirmed that due to the current COVID-19 
restrictions, the project team has decided that it will not be feasible to run 
physical events and that the consultation events will be virtual, as noted 
in the draft SoCC. 

• Consultation documents available on USBs – RGu confirmed that 
statutory consultees will receive electronic copies of the consultation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EME/RGro 
to review 
area 
coverage 
of the Mid-
Hampshire 
Observer 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

Meeting Minutes HSE-05 
VF Building  

✓ 
VF Civils  

✓ 
VF Rail  
✓ 

VolkerHighways  
✓ 

VolkerRail  
 n/a 

VolkerStevin  
✓ 

VolkerLaser   
✓ 

VolkerInfra  
✓ 

VolkerWessels UK 
n/a 

 

      

       

 
 

Uncontrolled when downloaded or printed 
 

documents either by USB in the post or via email. RGu added that 
members of public will be able to request consultation documents on a 
USB, as well as paper copies. RGre queried whether the documents will 
be provided as PDFs so consultees can use the search function to 
navigate to specific sections. RGu stated that most of the consultation 
documents will be converted to PDF but the search function might be 
limited on plans and the exhibition boards. 

• Housing developers – RGu confirmed that the list of house builders 
provided by WCC has been added to the project team’s non-statutory 
consultee list and will receive a letter/leaflet about the consultation. 

• Proposed applications – RGu confirmed that the applicants of the 
proposed applications (Land East A272 Solar Farm and Three Maids Hill 
Waste Centre) have been added to the project team’s non-statutory 
consultee list and will receive a letter/leaflet about the consultation. RGu 
added that these details will be reviewed when finalising the cumulative 
assessment for the EIA. 

• Support for residents and landowners close to the proposed planning 
and soil management areas – RGu confirmed that anyone in the 
consultation zone will receive a leaflet providing details of the 
consultation and how to contact the project team for further 
information/support if required. RGu added that affected landowners will 
be encouraged to book a telephone appointment to discuss the 
proposals with a member of the project team. 

• Winnall Industrial Estate – RGu acknowledged WCC’s comment that “the 
inclusion of the entire Winnall Industrial Estate in the flyer drop is 
welcomed”. RGu noted that the project team will consider a stakeholder 
briefing with local businesses during the consultation. 

• Local haulage associations  –  RGu and RGro confirmed that the relevant 
haulage associations have been added to the project team’s non-
statutory consultee list and will receive a letter/leaflet about the 
consultation. 

• News bulletin – RGu confirmed that statutory notices will only be 
published in the local newspapers listed in the SoCC (e.g. Hampshire 
Chronicle, Hampshire Independent). RGu noted that the project team will 
look into placing a poster advertising the consultation in the City 
Council’s news bulletin ‘Your Council’ dependent upon publication dates. 
RGre to provide print timescales. 

• WCC 2019 consultation response – RGu noted WCC’s 2019 consultation 
response and explained that a new Preliminary Environmental 
Information Report (PEIR) will be produced for the consultation.  
 

RGre confirmed that the approach is acceptable. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RGu/RGro 
to confirm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RGre to 
confirm 
publication 
dates. 
 
 
 
 
 

5. South Downs National Park Authority’s comments on the draft SoCC 
 
RGu summarised SDNPA’s comments on the draft SoCC, which were received 
via email on 7 December 2020. In response to SDNPA’s comments: 
 

• Poor internet connections – RGu explained that for 
methods/documents in the consultation that are ‘internet intensive’, the 
project team are looking at ways to make it more accessible for those 
with lower internet speeds. For example, providing documents at a 
lower resolution, if required. RGu added that consultees will be able to 
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Uncontrolled when downloaded or printed 
 

request paper or electronic copies via a USB of the consultation 
documents throughout the consultation period by emailing or calling the 
project team.   

• Interactive map – RGu confirmed that an interactive map will be 
available for the consultation. EME provided a demonstration of the 
interactive map. KP confirmed that SDNPA’s comments about an 
interactive map had been adequately considered. 

• Bespoke webinars – RGu confirmed that the project team will run five 
different webinars, with two topics being run twice. Topics will include; 
an introduction to the Proposed Scheme and application process, an 
overview of the design proposals and ones focused on specific 
environmental matters. RGu explained that the project team expects 
the webinars to be held towards the beginning of the consultation and 
confirmed that the webinars will be recorded and made available online 
afterwards.  

• Use of emails / letters for responding – RGu confirmed that an email 
address and Freepost address will be included on the Section 48 Notice 
and in consultation documents. These documents state that consultation 
responses can be submitted using the questionnaire or by sending 
comments via email or post.  

• Telephone surgery – RGu explained the telephone appointment service 
and noted that the project team anticipates that people might call up 
several times.  

• Statutory notices – RGu confirmed that statutory notices will only be 
published in the local newspapers listed in the SoCC (e.g. Hampshire 
Chronicle, Hampshire Independent). RGu noted that the project team will 
seek to place a poster advertising the consultation in some of the local 
parish magazines, dependent upon publication dates.  KP has forwarded 
a list of local parish magazines for review by the project team. 
Stakeholder briefings – RGu confirmed that Hampshire CVS Network, 
Action Hampshire and Community First have been added to the project 
team’s non-statutory consultee list and will receive a leaflet/letter 
informing them about the consultation.  

• Consultation events – RGu confirmed that due to the current COVID-19 
restrictions the project team has decided to not hold physical events as 
part of the consultation. RGu explained that relevant parish councils will 
receive the consultation documents and will be invited to a consultation 
briefing session at the start of the consultation. RGu suggested that 
information could be provided to parish councils should they wish to add 
as an agenda item for parish meetings.  

• Venues – RGu acknowledged SDNPA’s comment that the Winchester 
Science Centre and the Planetarium worked well as a deposit location 
in the past. RGu stated that the project team will liaise with the venue 
but added that due to COVID-19 restrictions it might not be possible to 
place any of the consultation documents at venues and will only do so if 
it was considered safe and appropriate for each party involved. 

• Poster – RGu confirmed that the project team will seek to use the Premier 
Inn in Winnall to display a poster advertising the consultation. This will 
be dependent on the venue accepting a paper copy. Consultation 
response deadline – KP explained SDNPA’s approach to submitting its 
statutory consultation response previously. AMP confirmed that the 
same approach will be acceptable, if required. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RGro to 
review the 
list KP 
provided. 
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KP confirmed that the approach is acceptable. 

6. Hampshire County Council’s comments on the draft SoCC 
 
RGu summarised HCC’s comments on the draft SoCC, which were received via 
email on 9 December 2020.  
 
RGu welcomed HCC’s comment that the draft SoCC was considered “to be an 
appropriate and acceptable framework” and confirmed that a PEIR will be 
produced for the consultation which will provide information compiled so far 
about the likely significant environmental effects of the Proposed Scheme. RGu 
added that an environmental mitigation plan will also be produced for the 
consultation. 
 
NM confirmed that the approach is acceptable. 

 

7. Informal comments received by neighbouring authorities  
 
RGu explained that neighbouring local authorities were also sent the draft SoCC 
for comment. RGu confirmed that responses were received from Dorset Council. 
East Hampshire District Council and Eastleigh Borough Council (EBC). 
 
RGu noted that EBC considered that the draft SoCC “described appropriate 
methods of informing and inviting comment from relevant communities in relation 
to the proposed development” and suggested that reference is made to 
demonstrate compliance under the Equality Act 2010. RGu stated that an 
Equality Impact Assessment was prepared in 2019 for the last consultation and 
has since been re-reviewed for the forthcoming consultation. RGu also added 
that care has been given to the way questions are framed on the questionnaire 
form. 

 

8. AOB 
• RGre asked if Basingstoke received the draft SoCC. RGu confirmed that 

Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council were sent the draft SoCC for 
informal comment in November 2020. 

• RGre, NM and KP all stated that relevant council members are being 
kept up to date about the project and forthcoming consultation. 
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I.6. Draft 2021 SoCC consultation covering email to the 
neighbouring authorities 



1

From:
Sent: 10 November 2020 17:06
Cc:
Subject: M3 junction 9 improvement – draft Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC)
Attachments: HE551511-VFK-GEN-X_XXXX_XX-RP-ZH-0001-draft SoCC C02.pdf

Dear Sir or Madam, 
 
We are writing to you in connection with the proposed M3 junction 9 improvement scheme. Please find attached a 
draft Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) which explains how Highways England intends to carry out its 
statutory consultation with the local community in accordance with the provisions of section 47 of the Planning Act 
2008 (as amended) (PA 2008). The SoCC will be made available for inspection by members of the public ahead of 
the statutory consultation period. 
 
The draft SoCC is currently out for statutory consultation with Winchester City Council, Hampshire County Council 
and the South Downs National Park Association because they fall under section 43(1) of the PA 2008. This is 
because the indicative application boundary is within those authorities’ areas. However, Highways England would 
also like to invite comments from yourselves, as a surrounding authority, on the content and format of the draft SoCC. 
We will consider all comments received by the deadline when finalising the SoCC for publication. 
 
Should you wish to provide comments on the draft SoCC, please do so by 9th December 2020 to ensure that they will 
be considered ahead of publication. Comments can be emailed directly to 

or returned by reply. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me or my colleague Emma-Mai Eshelby (cc’d) should you wish to discuss any of 
your comments or have any queries. 
 
Kind regards 

 
  

Associate 
Blackbrook Business Park, Lakeside House, Blackbrook Park Ave, Taunton TA1 2PX 

 
 

  
 

 

 

     

 

The content of this email is the confidential property of Stantec and should not be copied, modified, retransmitted, or used for any purpose except with Stantec's written authorization. If you are not 
the intended recipient, please delete all copies and notify us immediately. 
 

Please consider the environment before printing this email. 
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I.7. Neighbouring authorities’ consultation responses on the 
draft 2021 SoCC 

East Hampshire District Council 



1

Subject: Draft Statement of Community Consultation

     
Sent: 02 December 2020 16:36 

     
Subject: Draft Statement of Community Consultation 
 
Dear , 
 
Application by Highways England for an Order granting Development Consent for the M3 Junction 
Improvement 
Draft Statement of Community Consultation 
 
East Hampshire District Council have no comments to add in respect of the draft Statement of Community 
Consultation. 
 
Kind regards 
 

 
 

East Hampshire District Council 
Penns Place 
Petersfield  GU31 4EX 

 

W. www.easthants.gov.uk  

 

 

Please note that the contents of this email and any attachments are privileged and/or confidential and intended 
solely for the use of the intended recipient. If you are not the intended recipient of this email and its attachments, 
you must take no action based upon them, nor must you copy or show them to anyone. Please contact the sender if 
you believe you have received this email in error and then delete this email from your system. 

Recipients should note that e-mail traffic on Planning Inspectorate systems is subject to monitoring, recording and 
auditing to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. The Planning Inspectorate has 



2

taken steps to keep this e-mail and any attachments free from viruses. It accepts no liability for any loss or damage 
caused as a result of any virus being passed on. It is the responsibility of the recipient to perform all necessary checks. 

The statements expressed in this e-mail are personal and do not necessarily reflect the opinions or policies of the 
Inspectorate. 

DPC:76616c646f72 
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Eastleigh Borough Council 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
STANTEC 
BLACKBROOK BUSINESS PARK 
LAKESIDE HOUSE 
BLACKBROOK PARK AVENUE 
TAUNTON 
TA1 2PX 

Application   CS/20/89248 
Please ask for  
Direct dial  
Working hours  
Email  

Monday 7th December 2020   
 
 
Planning Act 2008 (as amended) sections 42 and 47 
 
 
Application 
No:  

CS/20/89248 

Description:
  

Consultation to Eastleigh Borough Council by Highways England 
on a draft Statement of Community Consultation relating to a 
prospective application for an Order to grant Development 
Consent for the M3 Junction 9 Improvement (the Proposed 
Development). 

Site: 
  

M3 Junction 9, Land to the North, North East and East of 
Winchester.  

 
In accordance with your email received on Tuesday 10 November 2020 the Council, 
as Local Planning Authority, thanks you for your consultation and makes the following 
comment: 
 
Eastleigh Borough Council (EBC) considers that the draft Statement of Community 
Consultation describes appropriate methods of informing and inviting comment from 
relevant communities in relation to the proposed development.  It is suggested that it 
should be made explicit within the document what measures will be adopted to 
demonstrate that the consultation will be compliant with the public sector equality duty 
imposed under the Equality Act 2010.   
 
Thank you again for your consultation.  
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I.8. Final 2021 SoCC 



 
   

   

 

  
 
 
 
 
  

M3 junction 9 scheme 
Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) 
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2 
 

1 Introduction 
 
1.1 We operate, maintain and improve England’s motorways and major A-roads – the 

strategic road network (SRN). The changes planned at M3 junction 9 are a critical 
part of our ongoing investment in the SRN and will improve journeys between south 
Hampshire and London via the M3 and the midlands and the north via the A34.  
 

1.2 This Statement of Community Consultation (‘SoCC’) sets out our approach to future 
consultation with the local community including residents, businesses, community 
groups and political representatives on the proposed M3 junction 9 improvement 
scheme (‘the Proposed Scheme’). The consultation will provide an opportunity for 
the local community to engage and help shape the proposed design. Responses to 
the consultation will be considered before finalising the proposals and applying for 
development consent from the Secretary of State for Transport. 
 

1.3 We previously undertook consultation in early 2018 and again, in summer 2019.  
For the summer 2019 consultation a SoCC was prepared, as required by the 
Planning Act 2008 (as amended) (‘PA 2008’).  This SoCC replaces the earlier one 
and updates our proposals to set out our next stage of consultation and to take 
account of the unique circumstances that have come about due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.  
 

1.4 To make sure we approach our consultation in the very best way for the local 
community, we have consulted on this document with Winchester City Council 
(WCC), Hampshire County Council (HCC) and South Downs National Park 
Authority (SDNPA). These are the local authorities in the area in which the Proposed 
Scheme is proposed to be built and which may be directly affected by the Proposed 
Scheme.  
 

1.5 This document also gives you the background to the Proposed Scheme and how 
our application to build it will progress.  

2 Our application 
 
2.1 The Proposed Scheme is being developed under the PA 2008. We are publishing 

this statement in accordance with Section 47 (duty to consult local community) of 
the PA 2008.  This requires applicants to prepare a statement explaining how they 
will consult with the local community about the proposed application and carry out 
pre-application consultation in accordance with this statement. 
 

2.2 Under the PA 2008, we are required to make an application to the Secretary of State 
for Transport through the Planning Inspectorate for a Development Consent Order 
(‘DCO’) to build the Proposed Scheme. An Examining Authority, chosen by the 
Planning Inspectorate, will examine the application and the Secretary of State for 
Transport will decide on whether the Proposed Scheme should go ahead based on 
a recommendation made by the Planning Inspectorate.  We anticipate that our DCO 
application for the Proposed Scheme will be submitted in early 2022.  
 

2.3 A key consideration for the Planning Inspectorate and the Secretary of State for 
Transport when assessing our DCO application is the National Networks National 
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Policy Statement1 (‘NNNPS’). The NNNPS sets out the need for development of 
road projects on the national networks and is the main policy against which 
decisions on major road projects are made.   
 

2.4 You can find more information about the Planning Inspectorate and the PA 2008 on 
their National Infrastructure Planning website: 

   or by calling the Planning 
Inspectorate on 0303 444 5000. 

3 The Proposed Scheme  
 
3.1 The M3 junction 9 is a key transport interchange which connects south Hampshire 

and the wider sub-region, with London via the M3, and the midlands and the north 
via the A34. The Proposed Scheme is intended to reduce congestion and improve 
journeys between the M3 to and from Southampton and the A34 to and from 
Newbury. Specifically, we are proposing to widen the M3 locally to the junction, to 
create four lanes each way; rearrange the existing main junction 9 roundabout to 
make it more efficient; build new bridges and a number of other structures including 
new underpasses, revise walking and cycling routes; and improve the motorway 
slip-roads. 

4 Environmental information and potential impacts 
 
4.1 The Proposed Scheme is classified as ‘EIA development’ for the purposes of the 

Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (as 
amended) (‘EIA Regulations 2017’). 
 

4.2 We are therefore required to undertake an Environmental Impact Assessment 
(‘EIA’) for the Proposed Scheme. We will publish a Preliminary Environmental 
Information Report (‘PEIR’) as part of the pre-application consultation and we will 
be seeking views on this information. 
 

4.3 In accordance with Regulation 12 of the EIA Regulations 2017, the PEIR (which will 
set out the preliminary environmental information collected to date and the potential 
likely significant environmental effects of the Proposed Scheme as we have 
ascertained them so far) will be prepared to allow consultees to take an informed 
view of these matters. A non-technical summary of the PEIR will also be made 
available. 
 

4.4 We will submit an Environmental Statement with the DCO application which will 
report on the likely significant environmental effects of the Proposed Scheme 
identified in the EIA and the appropriate mitigation measures to be put in place 
where necessary. 
 

4.5 Additional information about the Proposed Scheme, including maps or plans, will be 
included in our public consultation brochure. Copies of the brochure will be available 

 
1 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-policy-statement-for-national-networks 
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online during the consultation period and available on request in printed form or on 
a USB. 

5 Consulting the community and previous consultations 
 
5.1 We have already carried out two rounds of consultation near the Proposed Scheme. 

We consulted on:  
 

• our proposed route options for the Proposed Scheme, between January and 
February 2018; and  

• our proposed scheme design for improvements for the M3 junction 9, between 
July and August 2019, where consultees were asked for their views on the design 
of the Proposed Scheme and our approach to addressing the potential 
environmental impacts. 

5.2 You can find out more information about the previous consultations, including copies 
of the previous consultation materials, by visiting the Proposed Scheme webpage: 

  

6 Next consultation - why and when 
 
6.1 Feedback from the consultation carried out between July and August 2019 showed 

that there was a high level of support for the Proposed Scheme. However, some 
important comments were provided at that time, including;  

 
• the length available for vehicles to change lanes when joining the A34 from 

junction 9 and then heading on to the A33/Kings Worthy;  

• the future traffic capacity of the Proposed Scheme; and  

• the length of time that the construction works would take.  

6.2 Therefore, we’ve changed the design where possible to try to resolve some of the 
issues raised. 

 
6.3 It is important to us that this next public consultation allows members of the public 

to have their say by: 
 

• encouraging the community to continue to help shape our proposals to maximise 
local benefits and minimise any downsides;  

• helping local people understand the potential nature and local impact of our 
proposals;  

• providing the opportunity to give feedback on potential mitigation measures 
being considered; and 

• identifying ways in which our proposals, without significant costs, support wider 
strategic or local objectives.   
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6.4 Your comments will help us achieve these objectives. We will listen to everyone’s 
views and we’ll consider your opinions before we submit our DCO application. 

 
6.5 The consultation will take place between Thursday 27 May 2021 and Thursday 8 

July 2021.  Consultation responses should be submitted to Highways England by 
11.59pm on Thursday 8 July 2021.Responses received after the close of the 
consultation cannot be guaranteed to be considered. 

7 What we will consult on 
 

7.1 During the consultation period, we welcome and will consider comments on all 
aspects of the Proposed Scheme and will specifically invite comments on the 
following: 
 
• the new areas for environmental works and to place spare excavated material; 

• the new areas for temporary construction compounds; 

• the new highways and roundabout design to introduce better traffic flow between 
the M3 and A34; 

• the extra space needed to build the Proposed Scheme; and 

• our proposals for revised walking and cycling routes. 

7.2 Our summer 2019 consultation sought comments on all aspects of the Proposed 
Scheme, and we have made some substantial design changes as a result.  Whilst 
we welcome and encourage comments on all aspects of the Proposed Scheme in 
this consultation, areas that have been amended as a result of the previous 
consultation may be less open to further design changes. This is because they are 
responses to consultee comments received previously.  If we do not make further 
changes to these areas as a result of comments received at our next consultation, 
we will explain why in our final application. 
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8 Who can take part? 
 
8.1 In consultation with WCC, HCC and SDNP, we have developed a consultation target 

area, based on a 5km radius around the Indicative Application Boundary, to engage 
with those local communities who may be affected by the Proposed Scheme. Those 
in the consultation target area, shown in Figure 1, will be sent a consultation flyer, 
informing them about the Proposed Scheme by post or email, including: 

 
• local residents with postal addresses within the consultation boundary; 

• local businesses with postal addresses within the consultation boundary; 

• local interest groups which are active within the consultation boundary; and 

• local elected representatives. 

8.2 This is a larger consultation target area than was used in the summer 2019 
consultation. 

 

 
Figure 1: Consultation target area 
 

8.3 Anyone who is interested in the Proposed Scheme is welcome to take part, 
regardless of where they live or work. We welcome all views and will consider them 
before we submit our DCO application. We will inform local communities living 
outside the consultation target area about the Proposed Scheme and consultation 
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10.2 All responses must be received by 11.59pm on Thursday 8 July 2021. Responses 

received after the close of the consultation cannot be guaranteed to be considered. 
  

11 Access to consultation documents  
 
11.1 Consultation documents will be made available to help inform your consultation 

response. The following consultation documents will be available to view online, free 
of charge, during the consultation period: 

 
• Public consultation brochure – a non-technical summary of the proposals 

including; the background to the Proposed Scheme; a summary of the Proposed 
Scheme; information about design changes since last consultation; information 
about potential benefits, effects and impacts of the Proposed Scheme; how we 
propose to mitigate any potential impacts; and signposts for readers to more 
detailed information reports and how to provide feedback on the Proposed 
Scheme; 

• Proposed Scheme map – showing the full extent of the Proposed Scheme; 

• PEIR – contains an overview of the nature and scale of the Proposed Scheme 
and the potential likely significant environmental effects, in accordance with 
Regulation 12 of the EIA Regulations 2017;  

• PEIR NTS – a non-technical summary (‘NTS’) of the information in the PEIR; 

• Questionnaire – containing questions to capture views on the proposals and 
consultation; 

• Section 47 Notice – a copy of the notice published in a local newspaper 
publicising the SoCC; 

• Section 48 Notice – a copy of the notice published in a local newspaper, the 
London Gazette and a national newspaper publicising Highways England’s 
intention to submit a DCO application for the Proposed Scheme as required by 
Section 48 of the PA 2008; and 

• SoCC – this document. 

11.2 Previous public consultation reports and public consultation summary documents 
will also be available to view online. 
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13 Your data, your rights 
 

 

14 Further information and contact details 
 
14.1 You can find more information about the Proposed Scheme and sign up to alerts by 

visiting the Proposed Scheme webpage at: 
 

 
14.2 If you have any queries about the Proposed Scheme, please contact Highways 

England using the details below: 
 
• Email: M3junction9Improvements@highwaysengland.co.uk 

• Post:  Freepost M3 JUNCTION 9 

• Phone: 0300 123 5000 

-o- 
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I.9. 2021 SoCC Notice 



   
  

   

HIGHWAYS ENGLAND COMPANY LIMITED of 
Bridge House, 1 Walnut Tree Close, Guildford, Surrey, 
GU1 4LZ (“Highways England”) is proposing to alter 
junction 9 of the M3 which connects south Hampshire 
and the wider sub-region, with London via the M3 and 
the midlands and the north via the A34. The M3 
junction 9 scheme (“the Proposed Scheme”) is 
intended to reduce congestion and improve journeys 
between the M3 to and from Southampton and the A34 
to and from Newbury. The Proposed Scheme 
comprises the following key elements: 
 
• Widening of the M3 to form a four lane motorway;  
• Rearranging the main junction 9 roundabout; 
• Three new bridges and a number of other 

structures including new underpasses; 
• Revised walking and cycling routes; 
• New connecting roads from the revised 

roundabout; 
• Improved motorway slip roads.   
 
We intend to make an application (“the Application”) 
under Section 37 of the Planning Act 2008 to the 
Secretary of State for Transport for a Development 
Consent Order (“DCO”) to authorise the construction 
and operation of the Proposed Scheme. 
 
Before submitting the Application, in accordance with 
Section 47 of the Planning Act 2008 we must publish a 
document called a Statement of Community 
Consultation (“SoCC”) setting out how we will consult 
with the local community about the Proposed Scheme. 
We must also make the SoCC available for inspection 
by the public and publish this notice stating where and 
when the SoCC can be inspected. Under Section 47 of 
the Planning Act 2008, we have a duty to consult the 
local community about the Proposed Scheme in 
accordance with the SoCC. 
 
We have produced a SoCC in respect of the Proposed 
Scheme, which can be viewed, free of charge, on our 
Proposed Scheme webpage from 9 am on 14 May 
2021. To view the SoCC, please visit the ‘documents 
section’ on the following website: 

 The SoCC 

will remain on the website for the duration of the 
consultation period.  This SoCC supersedes any 
previous version.   
 
Details of how the consultation for the Proposed 
Scheme will be carried out, including our virtual 
exhibition; bespoke online webinars; telephone 
surgery, and how to get involved are set out in the 
SoCC. The consultation will take place between 
Thursday 27 May 2021 and Thursday 8 July 2021. 
 
Please note that due to COVID-19 it is not possible to 
place copies of the SoCC at local venues for 
inspection. The Government has confirmed that 
placing the SoCC online meets the requirement to 
place information on public deposit in the Infrastructure 
Planning (Publication and Notification of Applications 
etc.) (Coronavirus) (Amendment) Regulations 2020 
(the 2020 Regulations). 
 
The Proposed Scheme is an Environmental Impact 
Assessment development (“EIA development”) which 
means a Preliminary Environmental Information Report 
(“PEIR”) describing the environmental effects of the 
Proposed Scheme known at the time of consultation 
will be produced and consulted on.  It also means that 
an Environmental Statement will be produced and 
submitted with the Application in due course. 
 
Requests for a paper copy, or electronic copy via USB 
drive, of the SoCC can be made to Highways England:  
 
• By email: 

M3junction9Improvements@highwaysengland.co.uk 
• Telephone: 0300 123 5000 
• By post: Freepost M3 JUNCTION 9 
 
The SoCC will be made available on request, free of 
charge. 
 
If you have any questions about the SoCC or the 
proposed consultation on the Proposed Scheme, 
please visit our website or contact the project team 
using the details above.

Notice of Consultation 
M3 Junction 9 Scheme 

Section 47 Planning Act 2008 
Notice Publicising a Statement of Community Consultation  
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I.10. 2021 SoCC notice as published in the Mid Hampshire 
Observer (12/05/2021) 
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I.11. 2021 SoCC notice as published in the Mid Hampshire 
Observer (19/05/2021) 
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I.12. 2021 SoCC notice as published in the Hampshire Chronicle 
(13/05/2021) 
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I.13. 2021 SoCC notice as published in the Hampshire Chronicle 
(20/05/2021) 
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I.14. 2021 SoCC notice as published in the Hampshire 
Independent (14/05/2021) 
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I.15. 2021 SoCC notice as published in the Hampshire 
Independent (21/05/2021) 
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I.16. Email to host authorities in relation to SoCC update 
(07/05/2021) 



1

From:
Sent: 07 May 2021 16:26
To:  
Cc:
Subject: M3 JUNCTION 9 - minutes from meeting on 18/03/21 for review
Attachments: HE551511-VFK-GEN-X_XXXX_XX-RP-ZH-0001-SoCC_draft v2.pdf; Comms Working 

Group _ Minutes _ 180321.docx

Importance: High

Dear all, 
 
Thank you for attending the Comms Working Group in March to discuss the project team’s responses to your 
comments on the draft Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC). 
 
As promised, please find attached a copy of the minutes capturing the key discussions from the meeting for your 
review and approval. Could you confirm you are happy with the content by 12 PM Monday? 
 
Since the meeting in March, the project team has been finalising the approach and logistics for the forthcoming public 
consultation, which is due to commence towards the end of the month. We have made some changes and, therefore, 
seek your approval on these changes before we publish the final SoCC on the scheme webpage. These are: 
 

 Due to the ongoing uncertainties related to COVID-19, the project team has decided to not place copies of 
the consultation documents in local venues for inspection. Consultation documents will be made available on 
the scheme webpage for viewing and downloading only. The Government has confirmed that placing 
consultation documents online meets the requirements to place information on public deposit in the 
Infrastructure Planning (Publication and Notification of Applications etc.) (Coronavirus) (Amendment) 
Regulations 2020 (the 2020 Regulations). We are aware of how important it is to ensure information is 
accessible to all and that people can easily respond and give feedback. Therefore, we will post paper copies 
or a USB copy of the consultation documents to members of the public, upon request, free of charge. Please 
note, there may be a charge of up to £200 (including postage) for a paper copy of the Preliminary 
Environmental Information Report. We will also be holding telephone appointments where members of the 
public can call up to speak to a member of the project team who will be able to provide support on accessing 
the documents. 
 

 Responding to WCC’s comment about placing the statutory notice in the Mid-Hampshire Observer, the 
project team will place the Section 47 (SoCC) Notice and the Section 48 Notice in this newspaper in addition 
to the Hampshire Chronicle and Hampshire Independent. We can provide publication dates in due course. 
 

 Responding to WCC’s comment about a stakeholder briefing with local businesses, the project team will host 
4 separate virtual briefings for stakeholder groups towards the beginning of the consultation  (1x locally 
elected representatives, 1x statutory environmental bodies, 1x local businesses, 1x walking and cycling 
groups). 

 
Attached is the latest draft version of the SoCC, which incorporates our approach outlined above. Please note we are 
sharing this with you for information and are not inviting further comments on this version.  
 
Could you please confirm you are happy with our approach outlined above by 12 PM Monday? 
 
More information can be provided at our meeting next week.  
 
If you have any queries relating to this email, please do not hesitate to contact me or Nicola Hartley 

.  
 
  

Kind regards 
 

 
Project Manager (Major Infrastructure) 
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78 Cowcross Street 
London 
EC1M 6EJ 
 

 
 

 
  

 

  
  

The content of this email is the confidential property of Stantec and should not be copied, modified, retransmitted, or used for any purpose except with Stantec's written authorization. If you are not 
the intended recipient, please delete all copies and notify us immediately. 
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I.17. Extract from Scheme webpage showing the SoCC 
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I.18. SoCC compliance table 








































